
SERIES: THE COUNSEL OF GOD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES 

OF THE KINGDOM OF GODOF THE KINGDOM OF GODOF THE KINGDOM OF GODOF THE KINGDOM OF GOD    



The Elementary Principles 

 2

 

 

 

 



 

 3

PRESENTATION 
  

y putting this material into the hands of the Church, we are taking an important step in teaching The 
Whole Counsel of God.  This is the result of the experience of brothers that have been working for 
years with those that are being shaped into the image of Jesus Christ. 

 

          We, the pastors of the Church in Framingham, are happy to be cooperating with the Holy Spirit in the 
shaping of God’s family.  However, we cannot forget to honor the brothers from other cities and countries that, 
with patience and much love, have helped us with their lives, ministry, and teaching.  We want to continue to learn 
with all those who hold these ideals. 

 

           We praise the Lord for his grace and wisdom that has been poured out on the Church in all places. 

This is the first booklet ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES of The Kingdom of God. 
The booklets are composed of two parts: the Disciple’s part and the Discipler’s part. 

           May every honor and glory be given to Jesus Christ, “whom we proclaim, admonishing and teaching 
EVERYONE with ALL wisdom, so that we may present EVERYONE perfect in Christ.” (Col 1:28). 

 

 

 

                                                                              
                                                                               Framingham, January of 1998 

 

 

 

                                                                               Presbyters in Framingham 
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INTRODUCTION  

HOW INSTRUCTION SHOULD BE IN THE CHURCH  

he disciples who teach should be prepared to guide people with simple instructions. The Lord directs us 
to feed “sheep” and not “giraffes”. Those who have grater capacity should humbly kneel to eat from the 
plate of the littlest ones. Jesus said, “I give you thanks, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and have revealed them to children” (Matt 11:25-26). The church does not 
need an intellectualized academic teaching (1Cor 1:18-31; 2:1-16). 

It is good to remember the example of the first church in Jerusalem. This is a model in all ways for all times. 
The brothers from that time were simple people, many of whom did not know how to read or write. They did not 
have a printing press or paper, nor did they have bibles. Looking at the way they lived, we notice that the apostles 
used the method of constant repetition (catechism). Those who learned could absorb and keep the word in their 
minds and hearts. They did not walk around seeking novelties or inventing things. But the important things that 
they taught were repeated many times until everyone understood them well (Phil 3:1; Peter 1:12-15). 

The apostles were very aware of the necessity of passing on the whole counsel of God and not theological 
opinions. Every disciple had to be formed in the image of Jesus Christ (Acts 20:26-27; Phil 4:9; 2Tim 2:2). The 
teaching of the apostles spoke of basically three things: 

1. The revelation of Christ; his person, his power, his promises. 

2. All of the commandments that Jesus gave in order to live. 
3. All of the principles for the functioning of the church. 

We have to return to simplicity so that the whole counsel of God can be received and absorbed by all the 
brothers, especially the less educated. God will never examine us about our knowledge with respect to the con-
tents of the Bible. He will ask us how we lived. A doctrine should only indicate how the disciples should live (Titus 
2:1-15). 
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1ST TOPIC: JESUS, HIS L IFE AND WORK 

A. Reading, meditation, and notes: 
(Read, pray, meditate, and take notes in your notebook.) 

 

Texts:   John 1;1-3; Php 2:5-8; 1Pe2:22; Acts 10:38; 2Co5:21; Is53:5-6; Acts 2:24; Acts 2:36; Php 2:9-11; Matt 24:30. 

Only go on to the next stage after showing what you  have learned and what you wrote down in your note-
book to your discipler. 

 

B. Directed Study: 

 

1. John 1:1-3  “In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, and the word was God. He was with God 
in the beginning.  All things were made through him, and without him, nothing was made that has been made.” 

a. John 1:1-3 is talking about _ _ _ _ _. 

b. Jesus already exists _ _ _ _ _ _  the foundation of the world.  He is the eternal  _ _ _ _. 

 

2. Php 2:5-8   “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  Who, being in very nature God, did not con-
sider equality with God something to be grasped, but emptied himself, taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to 
death—even death on a cross!” 

a. Read John 1:14.  The word became human _ _ _ _ _ in the person of _ _ _ _ _ of Nazareth. 

b. When Jesus became incarnate he _ _ _ _ _ _ _ himself, and assumed the _ _ _ _ _ _ of a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and being 
made in _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and was found in appearance as a _ _ _. 

 

3. 1Pe 2:22:  “He committed no sin and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

a. Jesus never committed any _ _ _. 

b. Read John 4:34 and 8:29.  Jesus always did the will of the _ _ _ _ _ _. 

 

4. Acts 10:38   “how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing 
good and healing all those who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.” 

a. Read Acts 2:22.  Jesus performed many _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, wonders and signs. 

b. He had _ _ _ _ _ _ _ himself  of the nature of God.  Therefore, as a man, He needed the anointing of the _ _ _ _   _ 
_ _ _ _ _ to do the work of God. 

 

5. 2Cor 5:21   “He who knew no sin was made sin for us, so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God.” 

Is 53:5-6  “But he was wounded for our transgressions, and crushed for our iniquities.  The punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.  We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of 
us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.” 

a. What God did on the cross of Jesus was to make a switch:  Jesus did not know sin, but on the cross he was made 
_ _ _ for us.  The punishment for sin is death, but God put the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ that was ours on _ _ _ _ _. 

b. His suffering was so great that the Bible says that he was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ for our iniquities. 

c. In Jesus, we that were sinners were made the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of God. 
 

 

 

6. Acts 2:24   “But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, for it was impossible for death 
to keep its hold on him.” 
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Php 2:9-11   “Therefore, God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

a. Read Ro 1:14.  The _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of Jesus is the greatest proof that he is the _ _ _ of God. 

b. Read Ro 14:9.  Jesus was raised from the dead to be the _ _ _ _. 

 

7. Acts 2:36   “Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this, God had made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Christ.” 

a. Read Matt 28:18. 

b. When Jesus was received into heaven, God made him _ _ _ _ and _ _ _ _ _ _. 

c. All the powers of heaven and earth are subordinate to _ _ _ _ _. 

d. Jesus has _ _ _ the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ in heaven and earth. 

e. He is _ _ _ _ over everything. 

 

8. Mt 24:30  “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky and all the nations of the earth will mourn.  
They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, with power and great glory.” 

a. The coming of the Lord will be _ _ _ _ _ _. 

b. Read Rev 1:7.  The coming of the Lord will be _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

c. Read 1Tes 4:16. At the coming of the Lord, the dead in Christ will _ _ _ _. 

d. Read 1Co 15: 51,52.  At the coming of the Lord, we the living will be _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ . 

e. Read 2Tim 4:1.  The Lord will come to _ _ _ _ _ the living and the dead. 

 

C. MEMORIZATION (Catechism) 

 
Jesus exists before all things.  John 1:1-3 

He became a man.  Phil 2:58 

His life was perfect and blameless.  1Pe 2:22 

His work was great and glorious. Acts 10:38 
He died for our sins.  2Cor 5:21 – Is 53:5,6 

He rose again.  Acts 2:24 

He was exalted.  Acts 2:36 – Phil 2:9-11 

He will return. Mt 24:30 

 

D. COMPLIMENTARY READING: The numbers go with the a bove points. 

 

1. Col 1:15-17;  Hb 1:1,2 

2. Jo 1:14;  1Jo 4:2,3;  1Tm 3:16;  Rm8:3 

3. Hb 4:15;  Hb 7:26;  1Jo 3:5 

4. Acts 2:22;  Jo 8:29;  Jo20:30,31 

5. 1Pe 2:24;  1Pe 3:18;  Gl 3:13 

6. 1Cor 15:4-8;  Acts 1:1-3;  1Pe 1:3 

7. Eph 1:20-22;  1Pe 3:22 

8. Mt 24:44;  Jo 14:2,3;  Acts 1:11;  1Tes 4:13-18;  Jam 5:7 
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2ND TOPIC: THE ORDER THAT THE LORD GAVE US (Mat 28:18-20) 

A. Reading, meditation, and notes: 
(Read, pray, meditate, and take notes in your notebook.) 

 

Texts:  Mt 28:18-20; Acts 2:22-39  

Only go on to the next stage after showing what you  have learned and what you wrote down in your note-
book to your discipler. 

 

B. Directed Study: 

 

1. Mt 28: 18-20  “Then Jesus came to them and said: All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.” 

a. The one with all authority commanded us to make _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to _ _ _ _ everything he 
commanded. 

b. The book of Acts shows us the church making _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ as Jesus commanded. 

c. The letters of the Apostles were reminders and corrections so that the church would not 
neglect to baptize and not forget to teach to _ _ _ _ everything Jesus commanded. 

d. Now that much time has passed, is the church’s work different or is it the same?  The 
answer: It’s the _ _ _ _. 

 

2. Read Acts 2:22-39 

a. Here we see the church beginning to make _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

b. Observe closely Peter’s preaching; it is divided into two parts. 

c. Verses 22-36 speak of Jesus: vs. 22;  he did _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _, wonders, and signs. Vs. 23 ; he was _ _ _ _ _ _.  Vs. 
24-32 ; he _ _ _ _ from the dead. Vs. 33-35;  he was exalted at the right hand of God  Vs. 36; he is_ _ _ _ and _ _ 
_ _ _ _. 

d. In verse 37 we see the reaction of the people.  They ask, “ Brothers, _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _?” 

e. In vs. 38 Peter answers with what they should do, and he gives them some commandments and communicates 
the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This is the door to the kingdom of God. 

f. Peter’s preaching consists of :  speaking about _ _ _ _ _, then giving some commandments and communicating 
the promise of the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This is the _ _ _ _ to the kingdom of God. Acts 2:38  “Peter replied:  Re-
pent and be baptized, everyone of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

g. We see here that the Door to the _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ _ _ is made up of three steps:  _ _ _ _ _ _and be _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _, everyone of you, in the name of Jesus Christ.  And you will receive the _ _ _ _ of the _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _.  
These three steps should be taken at the entrance. 

h. The first step is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  The second step is _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  The third step is to receive the _ _ _ _ of the 
_ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _.  After entering through the door the new disciple must learn to _ _ _ _ everything Jesus _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _.; this is the way. 

i. On the _ _ _ we learn to obey everything Jesus commanded. 

 

 

This way has an objective, a goal to reach (this yo u will learn in the booklet “God’s Eternal Purpose” ). 
 

 

B. Memorization (Catechism) 
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What is the order Jesus gave us?  Jesus commanded us to make disciples.  Mt 28:18-20 

What should we speak of to make disciples?  Speak about Jesus and the door to the kingdom. 

What is the door to the kingdom? Repentance, baptism in Christ, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 2:38 

What is the way of the Kingdom? To obey everything Jesus commanded.     Mt 28:19 
 

C. Complimentary Reading: 

 

1. Mk 16:15. 
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3RD TOPIC: THE DOOR TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD (ACTS 2:38) 

A. Reading, meditation, and notes: 
(Read, pray, meditate, and take notes in your notebook.) 

 

Texts:  : Mk 8:34-35; Lk 14:33; Gal 3:27; Acts 1:8 

Only go on to the next stage after showing what you  have learned and what you wrote down in your note-
book to your discipler. 

 

B. Directed Study: 

 

1. Mk. 8:34-35  “Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said, “If anyone would come after me 
he must deny himself, take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, and whoever 
loses his life for me and for the gospel, will save it.” 

 

2. Luke 14:33     “In the same way, anyone of you who doesn’t give up everything he has, cannot be my disciple.” 

a. Every man lives as lord of his life.  This is sin -  independence from God. 

b. Repentance is an inner change of attitude, to give up _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and become dependent on God. 

c. To do this he must _ _ _ _ himself and, _ _ _ _  _ _ his cross. This is to _ _ _ _ his life, _ _ _ _ his father, mother, 
wife, children, and brothers and sisters (Lk 14:26) and _ _ _ _  _ _ everything he has. 

d. Therefore, repentance is an inner change of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

e. The attitude after repentance is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ on God. 

f. This change happens when we _ _ _ _ ourselves, take up the _ _ _ _ _, lose our _ _ _ _ _, and give up _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ we have. 

 

3. Gal 3:27  “For all of you who were baptized into Christ were clothed with Christ.” 

a. Whoever believes and repents needs to be _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to enter through the door. 

b. To be baptized into Christ is to be _ _ _ _ _ _ _ with _ _ _ _ _ _, it is to be put into _ _ _ _ _ _, injected into _ _ _ _ _ 
_, immersed in _ _ _ _ _ _.  We are in _ _ _ _ _ _. 

c. Read Rm 6:3-6.  We were baptized in Christ, therefore we were baptized into his _ _ _ _ _.  We were _ _ _ _ _ _ 
with him in his death through _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  Our old self was _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

d. Read Col 2:12.  We were _ _ _ _ _ _ with him in _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and also in  baptism we were _ _ _ _ _ _. 

e. Read Eph 2:5,6.  We are _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ because we were baptized in him.  And together with him the Father 
gave us _ _ _ _, _ _ _ _ _ _us and seated us in _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ in Christ Jesus. 

f. Read Acts 2:38.  We were baptized for _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of our sins. 

g. Read Acts 22:16. Our sins were _ _ _ _ _ _in baptism. 

 

4. Acts 1:8  “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

a. Upon receiving the gift of the _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _, we receive _ _ _ _ _to be witnesses. 

b. Read Acts 2:39.  The promise is for _ _ _ whom God calls. 

c. Read Acts 2:4; 10:44-46; 19;6.  The most common experience upon receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is speaking 
in _ _ _ _ _ _ _ and to _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. 

d. The baptism with the Holy Spirit is a gift freely given.  It’s not a prize, nor is it given for merit.  The _ _ _ _ of the Ho-
ly Spirit is part of the _ _ _ _ to the kingdom of God.  It is for the beginning of the Christian life and not a future step. 

 

 

C. Memorization (Catechism) 
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What is repentance?   Repentance is an inner change of attitude. 

What inner change occurs in repentance?  To give up being independent from God and to become dependent on 
him. 

What is necessary to change one’s attitude?  Deny yourself, take up the cross, lose your life, and give up everything.    
Mk8:34-35; Lk 14:33 

What happens in baptism?  We are put into Christ Jesus. Gal 3:27 

What happens in the baptism with the Holy Spirit? We receive power to witness, and we can manifest spiritual gifts.    
Acts 1:8; 1Co 12:7 

D. Complimentary Reading: 

 

1. Lk 14:26; Mt 10:37 

2. Mk 16:16; Rm 6:3-6; Col 2:12; 3:3; 2Cor 5:17; Acts 22:16. 

3.  Acts 8:14-17; 9:17; 10:44-47; 19:1-7; 1Co 12:7 
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          Part II 

  READING  



The Elementary Principles 

 12

ORIENTATION  FOR THE DISCIPLER  

ur ministry should be seen not as doing the work or instructing, but as collaborating. The one who 
instructs is the Father. (John 15:1; 1Cor 3:5-9) What should we do?  We should: 

 

1. Teach the disciple to use the New Testament. Show him the index, the abbreviations of the books, how to 
find them, the chapters and verses, etc. 

2. Teach the disciple to pray and to depend on the Holy Spirit. He should learn to read the word and depend on the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit (1John 2:20; 27). This will happen when he prays and gives himself to the Lord asking for 
revelation (Matt 11:25, Rom 8:26). 

3. Study the disciple notes. You should have the study notes for the disciple and study them, reading the 
verses, answering the questions and doing the memorization. Only this way will you be able to teach the 
disciple how to study his study notes. 

4. Study the study notes for the discipler. These study notes are much more complete than the disciple's 
study notes. They have a more detailed explanation of each point studied. So in order for you to be a 
teacher who is able to help the disciple it is very important for you to study these notes. 

5. Teach the disciple how to use his study notes. Read with him the orientation to the introduction, “How to 
Use These Study Notes”, that is in the beginning of the study notes. Explain well how to do each stage. 
Encourage the disciple to complete the first stage: “Lecture, Meditation and Comments”. Communicate 
confidence in the Holy Spirit. Show him that the things of God are simple and that he will receive revelation. 
Persist with him. Make sure that he takes notes in his notebook and that he really is seeking revelation and 
understanding. Don't allow him to go to the next stage until he has put all his effort into the first stage. 

6. Supervise the questions and answers. After the disciple has passed on to the second stage, you should 
look at his study notes to check how he has completed the phrases. 

a) When the answers are right: 
 If a particular point is answered correctly, increase the understanding of your disciple by sharing with 

him on that subject (that he already answered), using what you have learned from the study notes of 
the discipler. This way you are helping the disciple to gain better understanding. 

b) When there is a mistake: 
 You don't have to give the right answer, but help the disciple correct it  himself. Tell him to read the bib-

lical reference again. Remember that the answer is always in the Bible. Go over the reading with him 
until he finds the right answer. 

7. Teach the disciple to memorize. Guide the disciple in how to memorize the verses listed in the study notes. 
The verses should be memorized in exactly the way they are in the study notes, because the best transla-
tion for each verse was chosen, and also because there is uniformity when everyone memorizes the same 
translation. In every meeting with the disciple, you should spend a few minutes going over the memoriza-
tion. When there are questions and answers accompanying the memorization, you should ask the ques-
tions and the disciple should answer. 

8. Encourage the disciple to apply the word to his life in order to be a doer and not a mere listener. 
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1ST TOPIC: JESUS, HIS L IFE AND WORK 

esus did not say that He came to bring the truth. He said, “I am the truth…” (John 14:6). Jesus did not 
come to bring a religion, nor a philosophy, nor a list of rules as a code of conduct. Jesus came to bring 
himself. He is the resurrection and the life. To receive this life we have to know Him; who He is, where 

He came from, what He did, what He said, where He is, etc. “And this is eternal life; that they might know thee, 
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, Whom Thou has sent.” (John 17:3). We attain this knowledge through faith 
in His Word. Oh, how important it is to receive and believe the word that God speaks about His son! Read and 
meditate on His Word with prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you know Jesus, because it was for this reason that 
the Spirit came (John 16:13-15). 

I. JESUS EXISTS BEFORE ALL THINGS. (John 1:1-3) 
Many people think that Jesus is a being who began His life when He was born in Bethlehem of Judea. But 

this is not true. We all started our lives when we were created in our mother's womb. Before that we did not exist. 
But it was not that way with Jesus. He existed long before being born in Bethlehem, not as a man, but as the 
word of God. The word was not created. He was God and He always existed. He made all things. GREAT IS THE 
LORD (Also read Col 1:15-17 and Heb 1:1-3). 

II.  HE BECAME A M AN. (John 1:14; Phil 2:5-8). 
How extraordinary is this truth! O Eternal word, creator of all things, you emptied yourself of your divinity 

and took on the form of man. Imagine a man transforming himself into a worm! This would be nothing compared 
to the emptying of the word, because it would be a creature taking on the form of another creature. But when the 
word was made flesh, it was something much greater! It was the Creator himself assuming the form of one of his 
creatures. Jesus’ humiliation didn't begin at the cross. It began in Bethlehem of Judea. MARVELOUS IS THE LORD 
(read also IJohn 4:2-3; 1Tim 3:16; Rom 8:3). 

We can never stress too much our faith in the God-man Jesus Christ.  When the word became flesh He 
emptied himself of the glory of God (John 17:5). In other words he emptied himself of the attributes (qualifications 
and abilities) of God, but he never stopped being the very person of the Word.  He continued being the word, but 
human flesh emptied of his glory, but not totally.  He maintained in his humanity all the possible glory of the grace 
and truth of God (John 1:14).  This is a mystery (I Tim 3:16). 

III.  HIS L IFE WAS PERFECT AND BLAMELESS . (1Pe 2:22) 
Jesus first emptied Himself by becoming human. Afterwards, as a man, He continued emptying Himself. 

How? By never doing his will. Phil 2:8 states: “He humbled himself, becoming obedient even unto death…” What 
was Adam's sin? He did his own will. Now Jesus as the last Adam (1Cor 15:45) came to always do the will of the 
Father (John 4:34 and 8:29). This is why the word says that He never committed sin, because He never did His 
own will. The devil tempted Jesus from the beginning to do His own will, but Jesus remained obedient to the fa-
ther unto death and death on the cross. HOLY IS THE LORD. Read also: Heb 4:15; 7:26; 1John 3:5. 

IV.  HIS WORK WAS GREAT AND GLORIOUS (Acts 10:38) 
In the life of Jesus, we not only admire his holiness, but also the power He manifested in His ministry. He 

did many miracles, signs and wonders (Acts 2:22). He healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, resurrected the 
dead, walked on the water, multiplied food, preached to the multitudes, made disciples and taught them how to 
please the Father. With what power did He do this? He never did anything as God. He had emptied Himself of the 
form of God and lived as a man. For this reason, He needed the power of the Holy Spirit to do the work of God. 
This is why He pleased the father so much at His baptism, because there also He came to receive the anointing 
of the Holy Spirit (Mat 3:13-17). It was again an emptying of Jesus, taking on the limitations of a man and His 
need for the Holy Spirit to accomplish his ministry. GLORIOUS IS THE LORD.  Read also John 20:30-31. 

V. HE DIED FOR OUR SINS. (2Cor 5:21; Isa 53:5-6) 
Everyone says and even unbelievers know that Jesus died for our sins. But we don't have spiritual revela-

tion unless we know why this death was necessary. Why did God demand the life of His only Son? 
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To know the love of God, it is necessary to know also His holiness and righteousness. God is perfectly just. 
He can't tolerate any form of sin or unrighteousness. Nor can He put up with what for men would be a “small mis-
take” .Any form of sin offends him, and His righteousness demands punishment (Rom 1:18). This is what God is 
like. 

If God's demands are so great, and only a totally perfect man could please God, then who could do this? Is 
there anyone who could fulfill these conditions? The word clearly declares this “…There is no one who is righ-
teous, no, not even one…), “because we have all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:10 and 
3:23). And what is the consequence of this? “…The wages of sin is death…” (Rom 6:23). This is eternal death, 
eternal punishment. Who is subject to this punishment? The entire human race is. 

When the Spirit of God convicts us of sin, righteousness, and judgment, then we understand how evil we 
are in the sight of God and how great is our debt to Him. We know our sin and we lose our peace. Only then can 
we begin to understand why Jesus died. He died to satisfy the righteousness of God and to placate His wrath. We 
deserve to be punished for our sin, but Jesus consented to be punished in our place. And so God's righteousness 
and wrath were satisfied.  Therefore Isaiah says, “…The Lord was pleased to crush him…” (Isa 53:10). 

If we are guilty before God, how can we have peace with him? We have peace when we know that Jesus paid 
for our chastisement, “…The chastisement for our peace was upon Him” (Is 53:5). Jesus paid our debt. Alleluia! 
Therefore, we can now have peace with God (Rom 5:1). We see below a complete picture of the great significance 
of Jesus' death. 

A. THE CONSEQUENCE OF SIN : 
�  Man offended the holiness of God and provoked his anger (Rom 1:18). 
�  For this reason man is condemned to eternal punishment (Rom 6:23). 
�  Man has also become a slave of Satan and of sin (Eph 2:2-3). 
�  And even more, man lost his fellowship with God. He can never again relate to Him (Isaiah 59:2). 

B. JESUS’  DEATH IS THE SOLUTION FOR EACH OF THESE PROBLEMS : 
�  Jesus’ death was PROPITIATION (Rom 3:25, Heb 2:17, 1John 2:2; 4:10). Propitiation means that Jesus' 

death on the cross was to SATISFY THE JUSTICE OF GOD. It doesn't mean that His anger was erased, but 
that it was satisfied.  

�  Jesus’ death was a SACRIFICE (Eph 5:2, Heb 9:26; 10:12). That is to say, His death was a SUBSTITUTE 
(1Pet 2:24; 3:18). It was an exchange, the just punished in place of the unjust. This means that our pe-
nalty has been paid. 

�  Jesus’ death was REDEMPTIVE (Rom 3:24, Eph 1:7). This means that he RANSOMED us (Gal 3:13). He 
who was not Satan’s slave not only went to the “slave market” and liberated us (Heb 2:14-15), he 
bought us, paying the ransom price.  And what was the price? His precious blood (Acts 20:28; Rev 5:9). 

�  Jesus’ death was RECONCILIATION (2 Co 5:18-21; Col 1:21-22). Reconciliation means to make peace. 
That is to say, with the barriers removed, man can once again reestablish a relationship with God. Since 
there has been propitiation, sacrifice, and redemption, God can approach man once again and give man 
his friendship and love as it pleases him. BELOVED IS THE LORD.1 

VI.  HE ROSE AGAIN .(Acts 2:24) 
If Jesus' death is full of significance and glory, how much more His resurrection! The scriptures show us 

various aspects of Jesus' resurrection and its great significance.  Let us look at the main ones. 

A. JESUS’  RESURRECTION AND HIS VICTORY OVER DEATH (1COR 15:54-57): 
What is death? Death is not ceasing to exist. Physical death occurs when the spirit and the soul leave the 

body. When the unity between the spirit, soul and body is broken, then physical death occurs. 

To conquer death, Jesus needed a physical resurrection, the resurrection of the body, a body of flesh and 
bone, not a spirit (Luke 24:39-40). To prove this, Jesus appeared in the presence of the disciples (Luke 24:41-43). 
This body still had the marks of the cross (John 20:20; 24:27). Nevertheless, it was a transformed body. It was not a 
prisoner of space or time. It could appear and disappear (Luke 24:31, John 20:19, 26). 

With a physical resurrection, Jesus once again achieved unity between his spirit, soul and body. In that way he con-
quered death (1Cor 15:54). 

                                                   
1Note: there is another aspect of Jesus' death: The fact that we are included in his death. This will be touched upon later when we talk about 

baptism. 
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B. THE RESURRECTION PRODUCES FAITH IN THE LORD (ROM 10:9) 
The disciples' faith did a turnaround after Jesus 'death (John 20:19, 25 Luke 24:21-22). This faith was rees-

tablished when the risen Christ appeared to the disciples (John 20:8, 20). Through his resurrection he was proven 
to be Son of God (Rom 1:4, Acts 13:33) and the Judge of the whole world (Acts 17:31). 

C. CHRIST 'S RESURRECTION IS THE BASIS OF OUR UNION WITH HIM : 
Our faith in Jesus is not simply a thought in our minds, nor is it merely an assertion of the things we have 

heard about him. Our faith in him is powerful because it unites us with him. All of our life is “in Christ” (Paul uses 
this expression 164 times). The sinner can only be protected by the work of Christ when he is ONE WITH HIM. 

Never the less we are human and the church, in spite of being a spiritual organism, is a human organism 
(see 1Cor 15:48-49). In order for Jesus to become the head of this human organism, it was necessary for Him to 
become a man forever. Without a physical resurrection Jesus would have stopped being human. Through His 
physical resurrection he became eternally human with a transfigured and glorified body. He is now a “heavenly 
man” (1Cor 15:47) He is the son of man who is in the midst of the lamp stand. (Rev 1:13), He is the head of a 
new race (Eph 1:22-23) ALLELUIA! 

The resurrection of Christ is that which makes the great difference between the Christian faith and the reli-
gion of men. Men like Buddha, Mohammed and others, founded their religions. But where are they today? THEY 
ARE DEAD. This proves that they did not conquer the price of sin. The followers of these men have nothing more 
than a book of rules and doctrines. They are alone. If this book did not save its authors, how much less will it save 
its followers. But we don't have a religion, a book of dead doctrines without power. WE HAVE A LIVING PERSON 
WHO LIVES IN US AND WE IN HIM. And this is the hope of glory (Col 1:27). 

D. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS IS THE BASIS OF OUR RESURRECTION 
The resurrection of the body is only possible through the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. Through His resur-

rection He glorified and transfigured humanity in Him. He is the first fruit   (1 Co 15:20, 23; Col 1:18). His victory 
over death guarantees our own resurrection (Rom 8:11, 1Th 4:14). His glorious body is the standard for our future 
bodies (Phil 3:20-21, I Co 15:48-49). GLORIOUS IS JESUS.  

VII.  HE WAS EXALTED (Acts 2:36 - Phil 2:9-11)  
What a glorious truth! How we love to read, say, repeat and sing these words! “Every knee shall bow and 

every tongue confess that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD”. 
The men in Jesus' time, including the priests and Jews, judged Jesus as a criminal and despised Him.  But 

God's judgment was totally opposite from men's. What a tremendous day that was when Peter got up and said, 
“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both LORD AND CHRIST.” 

Nevertheless, there is a truth that should be remembered and explained well: Before coming to this world, 
the eternal word had all the glory of God (John 17:5). But He was the word of God; He was God; He was not a 
man. Now, the word became flesh in Jesus, after his suffering on the cross and His physical resurrection, he was 
received in the heaven AS A MAN. As a man He is exalted. As a man He sits at the right hard of God the father 
and has the name above all other names. Alleluia! There is a man seated on the throne of the universe: Jesus, 
the son of man, the head of a redeemed race. 

Therefore, we never forget the mystery (1 Ti 3:16):  Jesus our God-man, upon being exalted received back 
all his glory as God (John 17:5).  He has complete divinity (Col 2:9).  He had affirmed that only God can be wor-
shipped and adored, (Matt 4:10) therefore he accepted this worship (Matt 14:33, 15:9, John 20:28, Heb 1:6 and 
Rev 5: 8-14). He is omnipresent (in every place- Matt 18:20 and 28:20) and omniscient (all-knowing – John 21:17, 
Col 2:2,3) and omnipotent (all powerful – Rev 1:8, He is God (Ti 2:13, Ro 9:5, Col 2:2 and 1 Jo 5:20) 

 

What incomprehensible things happen in that unknown world that we call heaven! Our minds cannot im-
agine what tremendous things happen on the other side of the veil. But it's enough for the church to understand 
one thing: everything that is accomplished there is done through the authority of the Lord, of the Church and that 
nothing is done without His initiative. MAJESTIC IS JESUS.  Read also Acts 2:33-36. 

VIII.  HE WILL RETURN (Mat 24:30) 
What a blessed hope! The glorified Lord will come and manifest Himself to the world. That will be without 

doubt the most tremendous day that the world has ever known. For many it will be a day of terror and lamentation. 
For us, it will be a day of justice and of incomparable joy. 
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What does the bible teach us about this day? The topic is so large and has so many implications that some 
verses are the cause of much discussion giving origin to different interpretations. The major   biblical teachings on 
this subject refer to some things that are clear and unquestionable. These are the verses that we wish to present 
here. 

Read each one of the verses carefully and REJOICE IN THE LORD. 

A. THE RETURN OF THE LORD WAS PREDICTED (PROPHESIED). 
�  By the prophets Zech 14:3-5 
�  By John the Baptist Luke 3:3-6 
�  By Jesus Christ John 14:2-3 
�  By the angels Acts 1:11 
�  By the apostles James 5:7 ;I Peter 1:7,13 1Th 

4:13-18 

B. THE RETURN OF THE LORD WILL BE: 
�  Personal (physical) John 14:3; Acts 1:10-11 
�  Visible Rev 1:7; I John 3:2-3 
�  Literal (real) 1Th 4:16 
�  Sudden (surprising) Mat 24:42-44; 1Th 5:1-3. 

C. THE LORD WILL RETURN TO: 
�  Resurrect the dead in Christ 1Th 4:16; 1Cor 15:22-23 
�  Transform those who are alive 

in Christ into immortality 
 
1Cor 15:51-53 

�  Take them up to meet Him in 
the air 

 
1Th 4:17 

�  Judge and reward the saints 2Cor 5:10; 1Cor 3:12-15 
�  Marry the bride Rev 19:7-9; 21:2. 
�  Destroy the Antichrist 2Thess 2:8 
�  Judge the nations Matt 25:21-33 
�  Judge the world 2Tim 4:1. 
�  Chain up Satan for 1000 

years 
 
Rev 20:2-3 

�  Establish His Kingdom for 
1000 years 

 
Rev 20:4-6 

“ S U R E LY  I  C O M E  Q U I C K LY.  C O M E ,  L O R D  J E S U S ! A M E N . ”  
R e v  2 2 : 2 0  
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2ND TOPIC: THE ORDER THAT THE LORD GAVE US (Mat 28:18-20) 

 

his was Jesus’ last word to His disciples. This appears to be the highest point of the New Testament. 
It's as if the Lord had spent His time preparing the soil to give this word. After doing all that the father 
charged Him with, finally the Lord could give this order GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. 

Can we neglect this command? Or can we do it any old way, or in the way we think best? NO. We must examine 
it with all diligence and attempt to understand it well. The risen Lord gave us an order and we must accomplish it. 

The Lord did not order us to get people together and have meetings. Meetings are important, likewise heal-
ing the sick. Sermons have their place and certainly we should sing and praise the Lord. Nevertheless, the basic 
command is to MAKE DISCIPLES. Unless this is well understood and practiced within a clear strategy, all of the 
other important things will be like the skin of a hollow fruit. It will be a heap of activities without connection, without 
purpose and without eternal worth. 

In this study guide we do not intend to communicate all that is involved in this command. But we want to 
understand the essentials. 

I. WHAT IS A DISCIPLE ? 
We'll begin with an objective statement: A disciple is someone who BELIEVES in everything that Christ said 

and DOES everything that Christ commands. 

It's important to understand that in the context of our statement there is no such thing as a person who has 
been converted without also becoming a disciple. Converted, saved, a disciple, are all terms that refer to the 
same person. That is, each term points to a different aspect of the life or experience of that person: 

�  SAVED: he who has been freed from sin and from the condemnation of sin. 
�  CONVERTED: what happened when the person has had a transformation of the mind. 
�  DISCIPLE: a follower, practicing and submitting to the instruction of his teacher. 
�  Believer:  one who believes. 
Each one of these terms has a different significance, but they are all applied to the same person. If we 

don't understand this well, we will be in confusion. Why? 
Because it is common to find people who say that they are converted, and sincerely believe that they are 

saved, but in contradiction to this they say that their aim is to be submissive to Christ. Their desire is “one day” to 
be consecrated and give their life to the Lord. However, this is a great source of confusion, since how can anyone 
be converted without giving themselves totally and unconditionally to Jesus Christ (Mat 9:9), to live in total ob-
edience to Him (Mat 7:21), renouncing all that he has (Luke 14:33) including his own life (Luke 14:26)? These are 
all conditions of someone who is converted. 

We also know, and we affirm this with sadness, that a spirit of false prophecy similar to the one in Israel in 
the time of Jeremiah, has deceived many. In those days, when the people were under the condemnation of God 
because of their rebellion, false prophets told the people that they had peace with God, leading them into error.  
(Jer 6:14; 23:16-17) This error blocked the people from experiencing a true repentance. 

In these days God is restoring an understanding of the GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM, so that the prophetic 
word of Mal 3:18 will be fulfilled. He who claims to be converted without being a disciple will not find such preten-
sion in the scriptures. 

HE W HO HAS BEEN CONVERTED I S M ORE T HAN A  BELIEVER , H E I S A  D ISCIPLE . 

We can refer to a person who is in the kingdom of God using either one of the terms that appear in the 
scriptures, but we should become accustomed to use the term disciple because: 

�  IT IS ALL INCLUSIVE. It expresses more exactly the reality of the life of a person who belongs to the king-
dom of God. 

�  IT IS THE TERM THAT JESUS, THE APOSTLES AND THE FIRST BROTHERS CHOSE. (The term “disciple” ap-
pears 260 times in the New Testament. The term "believer" appears 15 times). 
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II.  What Should We Speak Of In Order To Make Disciples? 
To answer this question, let us first read Acts (2:22-39). Here we see when the church first began to obey 

the commandment of Jesus. What was the content of Peter's message? This preaching is divided basically into 2 
parts: 

A. Peter Talks About Jesus, His Life And Work 
v 22: He speaks about miracles, signs and wonders (great 

wonderful works). 
v 23: He speaks of His death on the cross (showing that the 

father delivered Him to that death). 
v 24-32: He speaks of His resurrection using 2 proofs: The 

promises made to David (v 24-31) and the testimony 
of those who saw Jesus raised from the dead (v32). 

v 33-35: He speaks of the exaltation of Jesus. 

v 36: He proclaims that Jesus is Lord and Christ. This proc-
lamation about Jesus, His life, death, resurrection, 
etc, produces faith in the heart of anyone who hears 
it. No one can experience a new birth, except through 
faith in our risen Lord (Rom 10:9). 

This proclamation cannot be formal or academic. It must be given with simplicity, joy, authority and the 
anointing of the Holy Spirit. He who proclaims it should be full of faith, so that he can transmit faith to him who 
hears it. 

B. PETER TELLS THEM WHAT THEY MUST DO TO ENTER THE K INGDOM OF GOD. 
When those who heard Peter received his words and were cut to the heart (v 37), Peter gave the second 

part of his message (v 38). In the first part (v 22.36), Peter talked about what Jesus did. Now he is going to talk 
about what Jesus wants US to do. 

He indicates clearly that there are 3 distinct steps that everyone must take to enter the kingdom of God. 
We can say that this is the door to the kingdom. Faith in the proclamation of Jesus is not the entrance itself. Faith 
is what will give us power to enter, power to become a Son of God (John 1:12). Faith is not the kingdom door, it is 
what gives us power to enter. The door to the kingdom is composed of: 

�  Repentance 
�  Being baptized in the name of Jesus 
�  Receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit 
We see that Peter talked of 2 things. He spoke of Jesus and of the door to the kingdom. This is what we 

must talk about to make disciples. 

Speaking of the work of Jesus in the hope that men will believe, without explaining the conditions to be a 
disciple, produces a faith that does not have a way to express itself and therefore becomes dead faith. This has 
been one of the principal errors of the church in this age. On the other hand, just making demands (requirements) 
of the kingdom without communicating the grace of Jesus Christ produces a religion that is legalistic and without 
power. It is necessary to communicate the truth about Jesus and the commandments in verse 38. The first pro-
duces FAITH, the second will produce OBEDIENCE. 

C. How To Complete The Work Of Making Disciples? 
The work does not stop here. When someone believes, repents, and is baptized and receives the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, he has just entered through the DOOR. Jesus said that now it is necessary to teach him to obey every-
thing that he commanded. This is the WAY of the kingdom. (Mat 7:13-14). We also know that the Lord has an 
objective, a definite purpose for our life. This is the GOAL or the aim that we must reach. 

These 3 words: DOOR, WAY, AND GOAL explain simply, but clearly the work that the Lord entrusted to us. 
We can say that a DISCIPLE is someone who entered through the DOOR of the kingdom, is walking in the WAY and 
maintaining diligence to reach the GOAL. Now we will continue to understand well each one of these 3 points: 

THE DOOR : This subject will be dealt with in the rest of this guide, where we will study in detail each one of 
the 3 steps of the door. 

THE WAY : This is the whole counsel of God. It is all that we need to learn and practice to arrive at the goal. 
This not does consist of theoretical studies, no teachings about men's customs and traditions. It consists of sound 
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doctrine (Titus 2:1; Mat 7:28). It includes instruction regarding all areas of our life. This instruction will be found in 
guide number 3 and the ones following. The topics approached will be: 

 

 

�  Relationship with God: prayer  
the word  
fasting  
walking in the Spirit, etc.. 

�  The family, engagement the role of the husband 
the role of the wife 
raising of the children  
the sexual relationship, etc… 

�  Relationship between 
brothers and sisters in Chr-
ist 

love 
communion between brothers 
and sisters 
service 
submission 
resolution of conflicts, etc… 

�  The church restoration 
unity 
communion 
meetings 
discipline, etc… 

�  Our personal life gentleness 
humility 
faithfulness 
purity 
kindness, etc… 

�  Work relationship with our boss 
diligence 
dedication 
prosperity, etc… 

�  Finances benefits 
tithes and offerings 
generosity 
the budget, etc… 

 

THE GOAL: this subject will be addressed in guide no. 2. 
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3RD TOPIC: THE DOOR TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD (ACTS 2:38) 

I. REPENTANCE 
t is very important for us to understand clearly what repentance is. We are surrounded by worldly and 
religious concepts that do not exactly define our problem with God. But if we do not understand well 
what the problem is, how will we know what the solution is? Every man that hears the gospel must have 

this light, this understanding: what his problem with God is and the solution. 

To understand, we must analyze how everything began, starting with the fall of man (Gen 3:1-7). Here we 
have a description of the entrance of sin into the world. Generally it is said that Adam's sin was disobedience, but 
this does not exactly define the problem. The truth is that disobedience is already a fruit of sin, and a conse-
quence of sin, not the sin itself. 

The key to arrive at this understanding is in the words: “…Like God, you will know good and evil”(v 5) and 
“a tree to be desired to make one wise” (v 6). Why was knowledge so tempting to Adam? Why did he want so 
much to have understanding, at the risk of the punishment of death that God had promised?  The answer is sim-
ple. Until that moment, he had lived in a relationship with God, guided by his wisdom. (see Prov 8:22-31). Why did 
he want  wisdom and understanding that came from a tree and not from God? Adam wanted to direct his own life, 
he wanted to do his own will, be his own God. Adam wanted INDEPENDENCE. 

This was not something that Adam did. It was an inner decision of his heart, a disposition to be INDEPEN-
DENT, to be the master of his own life. The sin was consummated by disobedience, but it was generated by an 
inner attitude of rebellion. 

When Adam sinned, his own human nature degenerated. Sin became part of his nature and thus an inhe-
ritance of the whole human race, since all are his descendants (Rom 5:12-19). Adam's problem is now the prob-
lem of the human race. What then is our problem? 

Our major problem in the eyes of God is not the wrong things that we do, but our inner attitude of INDEPEN-
DENCE and REBELLION. All the sins that we commit are the consequence of this disposition. When my inner self 
has an attitude of independence (I am the master of my life, I do my will),  then, as a consequence of this, my 
acts and the things I do from day to day are not going to please God. We understand then that the principal prob-
lem is independence (sin), while sinful acts (the sins) are the consequence of this independence.  

A question comes up; Is it enough for someone to abandon the more gross sins (such as vices and idola-
try) and believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of these sins, without resolving his fundamental problem, which is 
independence? The answer is no. God wants to reach the root of the problem. He wants us to change our atti-
tude, to abandon INDEPENDENCE and become DEPENDENT on Jesus. The word of Jesus' gospel is not meant to 
superficially cure men's wounds. 

God wants to treat the cause of the problem, not just the consequence. It was for this that he sent his son 
Jesus. He did not just come to bring forgiveness of sins but he came to bring the solution to the problem of sin 
and of rebellion. How did he do this? Preaching the gospel of the kingdom (Mat 4:23, 9:35, Mark 1:14-15, Luke 
4:43, 8:1, 9:60, 16:16). The apostles also preached the gospel of the kingdom (Acts 8:12, 19:8, 20:25, 28:23, 
30:31). 

What is the gospel of the kingdom? The gospel of the kingdom is the end of rebellion and man's indepen-
dence. God wants to forgive, but He also wants to rule and reign over men. And this is what repentance means. 
In Greek the word which appears is “metan’oia”, which means change of mind, change of inner attitude. (I do 
what pleases me), for an attitude of submission (I belong to God to do His will). When we change our attitude 
towards God, our acts also change. When we only change our acts (we stop doing some things that we consider 
very wrong) but we continue with an inner attitude of independence, we are still in rebellion and we need to re-
pent. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We see below the illustration of the tree: 
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In this illustration, the branches represent sins (sinful acts) and the trunk of the tree represents sin (an atti-
tude of rebellion and independence). We cut off the branches (the sins), but we leave the trunk (sin), the problem 
continues and eventually the branches are going to begin to grow again. We need to cut off the trunk. How do we 
do this? By repenting, and that is abandoning independence. 

The popular concept of repentance is a mere sentiment of sorrow for sins that one has committed. Now 
God is revealing to us something more solid: by means of real repentance, we have our inner self totally changed, 
we live a new life, we have a right attitude before our Lord. ALLELUIA! 

All the preaching of Jesus was filled with this message. Jesus did not preach an easy gospel, he preached 
a gospel that was extremely demanding. All of his preaching was aimed at bringing man to a true repentance, to 
an inner resolution. He showed in a practical way how man could experience this repentance. 

What is necessary to repent and become a disciple of Jesus? Basically 4 things: 

1ª Deny yourself (Mark 8:34), just to deny some sins is not enough. 
2ª Take up your cross (Mark 8:34). What is it to take up your cross? 
3ª Lose your life (Mark 8:35). How does this happen? Do I need to literally die? No. This is a spiritual reality 

of personal repentance. Until today, my life was mine, I was my own master. But now, I lose my life be-
cause I give it up to God. From this day forward He is my master. Only God can rule over my life if I give 
it up voluntarily. But to do this I must be ready to lose it. But repentance also means that you must… 
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4ª Give up all that you have, all that you own (Luke 14:13). If I no longer belong to myself, how much less 
the things I own? Now everything belongs to God. My family, work, job, house, furniture, salary, actions, 
etc… Everything belongs to God. 

But now we have another question to answer. Is this the message that the church has preached? Unfortu-
nately not. The preaching of the church has been more of a gospel of offerings than of the gospel of the Kingdom. 
However, some would disagree. Some would say that ultimately God has raised up many in the church to speak 
about the Kingdom and to proclaim that Jesus is Lord. Perhaps this may be true. But in essence the church has 
not changed its message much. Let’s analyze this. 

When Jesus set the conditions for entrance into the kingdom, he always began with “”if anyone wants to be 
my disciple”....and then came the conditions.  These were the conditions to become a disciple, to be converted, to 
be saved.  They were conditions to be met in order to enter into the kingdom of heaven.  This was not an option 
to be more consecrated, to grow in faith, or to become a pastor.  Repentance, with everything it means and pro-
duces, is at the DOOR and not on the WAY.  Many are preaching a “”easy”” gospel (believe and nothing else) 
and afterwards, they want to narrow the WAY.  But who is going to want to lose one’s life if , at the door,  he or 
she was already promised salvation and eternal life with no strings attached?  This preaching has filled the church 
with religious people that are not submissive to Jesus’ authority.  We must change this situation, and for this, the 
main point to understand is that THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS IS NOT AN OPTION FOR THE SAVED, BUT A 
CONDITION TO BE SAVED. 

In the face of this truth we can observe that there are three kinds of people in the world today.  They are: 

          The first person doesn’t want to know about God.  The second is very interested in God.  The third lives for 
God.   

          The unbeliever:  Does not necessarily mean atheist.  It is someone who has no interest in God.  What is 
his problem?  This person governs his own life, controls every area of his life according to his will for his own 
pleasure.  He has the “ME” in the center of his life.  He lives for himself. 

          The religious person:  Is very different from the unbeliever.  He believes in God, reads the Bible, prays, 
sings, goes to meetings, calls Jesus Lord, but what is his problem?  The same as the unbeliever, he has the “ME” 
in the center.  He lives for himself. And God? God exists to bless him, to cure him, to serve him, and save him.  
He’s a safety net.  This type of person is worse than the unbeliever because he is deceiving himself.   

          The disciple:  Does not live for himself.  He lives for God.  His whole life is structured around the will of 
God.  Jesus is his LORD.  He has experienced a true repentance. What a difference there is between a disciple 
and a religious person!  What love! What readiness!  What gentleness!  He grows and is fruitful.  Thanks to God 
for the revelation of his Kingdom. 

          You should read attentively the texts below to understand more clearly and to have the capability to teach 
others.  Mt 5:20, 6:25-34, 7:13; 7:21-23; 8:18-22;9:9;10:37-39; 11:28-30; 13:44,45; 16:24,25; 19:29; Lk 9:23-26; 
9:57-62;  12:29-34; 14:25-33; 18:18-30; John 12:24-26; Acts 3:19;  17:30. 
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II.  BAPTISM: 
          This is another step associated with the door to the kingdom.  It is not a step on the way. It is not for after 
having spent some time living the Christian life.   It is at the DOOR.  When we spoke of repentance we needed to 
clarify the difference between what the Bible teaches and some misconceptions that the church has embraced.  
Now when we speak about baptism, we also need clarification, because baptism has also carried with it human 
conceptions that strip baptism of its tremendous importance and lower it to an inferior plan.  It claims that it is no 
more than a mere “symbol” of our death with Christ or, even worse, simply a public witness of our faith. 

          But is baptism more than this?  We affirm that it is.  Baptism is clothed with meaning and spiritual reality.  
This is what Jesus and the apostles affirmed for us.   Let’s see step by step what the scriptures teach us: 

1) The Word of Jesus (Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:16) 
          In the text of Matthew, Jesus put baptism at the beginning of a life with him.  First, we need to be baptized 
and later obey everything he commanded.  He did not say to teach first and then baptize. 

          The text of Mark is stronger and very clear:  “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” The church 
lives as if Jesus had said:  “Whoever believes and is saved, should be baptized.” What authority do we have to 
change the words of the Lord?  Why does a major part of the church believe that baptism is not important for 
salvation?  If baptism were really just as the church has taught, Jesus never would have said what he did.  Could 
it be that he was enthusiastic and exaggerated a little? We know that the answer is no.  Therefore, let’s return the 
authority to him.  Let’s see how the apostles interpreted Jesus’ teaching on baptism. 

2) The Practice of the Apostles 
          In the whole book of the Acts of the Apostles we find nine cases of baptism.  Analyzing all of these cases, 
we can perceive a very significant fact.  It is something that is common to all of them: in all of the cases the bapt-
ism came immediately after they had received the word.  The apostles did not wait even a day.  There are some 
cases that are more unusual.  Let’s look at them: 
          *At Pentecost (Acts 2:38-41)  they baptized three thousand in only one day.  Why is this?  Why weren’t 
they baptized a few at a time?  Why didn’t they get to know all those people first? There were many from other 
cities, 

          *The Samaritans (Acts 8:12):  The only requirement was to believe the word of the kingdom and in the 
name of Jesus.  It was not necessary to take tests nor did they need months of Bible studies. 
          *The Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8:36-38).  He was a Gentile.  Phillip didn’t even know him.  Maybe that’s why 
he had a question:  “Why shouldn’t I be baptized?”  The answer was “It is right for you to be baptized.””  Again, he 
didn’t need a course for baptism. 

          *Paul (Acts 9:17,18; 22:13-16)  was the case with the most delay (three days), but this was because he 
was isolated and almost blind.  There was no one to baptize him.  Even so, when Ananias was sent to him, he 
asked” Why do you delay (verse22:16)?” 

          *Cornelius and family (Acts 10:44-48).  Here there were a lot of Gentiles that Peter didn’t know, but he 
commanded them to be baptized immediately, even knowing that the Jews in Jerusalem would find it strange and 
question this. 

          *Lydia and family (Acts 16:13-15).  Again an immediate baptism, and she was a Gentile woman. 
          *The jailer and his family (Acts 16:30-34).  This case is the most interesting.  Verse 25 shows that every-
thing began around midnight when a series of events took place (verse26-31).  Afterwards, Paul and Silas 
preached to the jailer’s whole family (verse 32).  Next the jailer washed Paul and Silas’ wounds.  Then they were 
baptized on that same night (verse 33).  But it was during the wee hours of the morning.  Why were they in such a 
hurry?  Paul couldn’t wait until dawn.  What did the apostles see as so important in baptism to be in such a hurry 
to baptize?  Certainly for them it wasn’t just a symbol.  Nor was it a public testimony of faith (in various cases 
there was no audience at all).  What was it then?  First, let’s see some other cases. 

          *Crispus and the others (Acts 18:8). Again, the only condition to be baptized was to receive the word (they 
believed and were baptized).  Despite the fact that here it doesn’t say they were baptized on the same day, it 
doesn’t say anything to the contrary.  Surely the apostles had only one practice. 

          *The twelve Ephesians (Acts 19:4,5). After they were taught about Jesus, they were baptized.   

          We see then that the practice of the apostles was very different than what the church practices today.  For 
them, baptism was something so important, so fundamental, so indispensable, that when someone received the 
word, he was baptized immediately, who ever he was, whatever the time.  What was baptism for, then?  This is 
what we will see in the next point.  
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3) The Teaching of the Apostles 
          There are various texts in the letters of the apostles that indicate to us the teaching about baptism.  The 
majority of these texts speak to us about the spiritual realities that are associated with baptism.  But the text in 
Galatians 3:27 sheds some light on the matter. “Because all who were baptized into Christ have clothed your-
selves with Christ.” It was more than a symbol, because he that was baptized was united with Christ by faith, 
submerged in Christ, injected into Christ and clothed with Christ. 

          Some could ask, ”But isn’t it faith that unites us to Christ?”  The answer is yes, but baptism is the way in 
which Jesus determines this faith to be expressed and consummated.  The baptismal water doesn’t have any 
power in itself.  If someone didn’t believe, didn’t even repent (or also as child), were to enter into the water, noth-
ing happens.  But if someone enters these waters with faith, by faith he is united with Christ Jesus. Hallelujah!!! 

          Many in the church today think that there are two separate realities: an interior spiritual reality and an exte-
rior sign that is nothing more than a symbol.  When a person believes, he is united with Christ.  Afterward comes 
baptism,  as a symbol of what  just happened.  That’s why they delay so much in baptizing new believers.  But the 
apostles didn’t see it this way.  They saw that together with the exterior symbol an interior grace by faith operated 
in the one who was baptized.  That’s why they acted with such urgency.  The church today has exchanged the 
exterior sign that Jesus established for other signs like “raising your hand” and “going to the front”. 

          Another text that also sheds light on the matter is Romans 6:3.  It’s interesting to note that here Paul 
speaks of two things.  One of these things the Romans already knew and the other perhaps they ignored.  What 
did they already know?  That they had been baptized into Christ (this is the essence of baptism).  What did they 
ignore?  As a consequence, they were dead with Christ (this was one of the truths associated with baptism). 
          Many have taught that baptism means death and resurrection with Christ.  This has a good dose of truth, 
but it confuses baptism itself with its consequences.  Baptism is basically one thing; union with Christ, to be sub-
merged in him.  The death of the old self and the resurrection of a new life, together with other things, are the 
direct and immediate consequences of having been united with him.  Listed below are all the spiritual realities that 
are directly associated with baptism. 

          *Jesus’ death is our death.  Therefore, we are dead to sin (Rom 6:3,4,6 Col 2:12; 3:3), to the world (Gal 
6:14) and to the law (Rom 7:4; Gal 2:19). 

          *His resurrection is our new life to serve God. (Rom 6:4,8,11; 2Cor 5:17; Eph 2:5,6; Col 2:12) 

           *His exaltation is our victory over all realms  (Eph 1:20-23; 2:6).  Although these texts don’t refer to bapt-
ism, it is evident that our position is in him and it was in baptism that we were put into this position. 
          *We have forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38).  

          *We are washed and purified (Acts 23:16). Here’s a fitting question.  What purifies us from sin?  Is it bapt-
ism or the blood of Christ?  Surely it’s the blood of Christ.  But when does it purify us?  It purifies us when we are 
united with him by baptism. 

          *We are saved (Mk 16:16).  1Pe 3:21). 

          *We are introduced into the body of Christ, which is the church (1Cor 12:13).  When we were in the world 
we were independent from God and men (nobody had the right to get involved in anybody else’s life).  Now we 
become not just dependent on God, but also on his church (submissive to one another). 

4) Conclusion 
          God has a great work to do in us. But he does nothing in us when we are separate from Christ.  God 
doesn’t work in us when we are isolated. The whole work that God has to do in our lives is in Christ.  He put us in 
Christ and all of his experience became our experience (remember the example of the sheet of paper inside the 
book?).  How can we eliminate the old nature?  We can’t.  But God crucified our old nature with Christ.  How can 
we produce a new life? 

We can’t.  But God gave us life together with Christ.  How can we conquer Satan?  By ourselves it’s impossible, 
but God seated us in the heavenly realms (above Satan) in Christ Jesus.  This whole tremendous victory is possi-
ble because we were baptized into Christ Jesus. 

5) Some Final Conclusions 
          *Faith and repentance are indispensable conditions for baptism (Mk16:16, Acts 2:38). That’s why we 
should not baptize children. 
          *If someone asks how the thief on the cross was saved without being baptized, the answer is that God can 
make exceptions, but we do not have that authority. 

          *If you encounter a brother or sister that believes or practices a different form of baptism, you should re-
ceive him or her as a brother/sister.  What he does, he does because of what he believes.  He acts according to 
his conscience.  It’s a question of faith and not a question of living in sin.  We should receive him/her as a brother/ 
sister. 
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          *Nobody can be baptized “again”. If someone believes that his baptism was not valid (because he was a 
child, or because he had not truly converted), then he was not baptized, he got wet.  He should therefore be bap-
tized. 

          *If someone says,  “But I know cases of people who were not baptized and live in holiness.” Or  they could 
say, “But Luther was a man of God who believed in his childhood baptism.” Our answer should be that we can not 
direct ourselves by the experiences of men, but by the word of God. 

III.  THE  GIFT  OF THE  HOLY  SPIRIT 
          This is another fundamental teaching that Satan has sought to annul, twisting and confusing it, but he is not 
victorious.  The Holy Spirit, that has been known and experienced all the more, is victorious.  God has broken 
down barriers and human traditions so that his people can know this tremendous experience and clothing of pow-
er. The lies and deceptions of the devil are annulled by the Bible. With it we can answer each question below. 

What is the biblical basis of the baptism of the Ho ly Spirit? 
*John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit (Mt 3:11). 

*Jesus himself made this promise (Acts 1:4, 5, 8). 
*This was the apostles’ experience (Acts 2:1-4) 

*Peter said that the promise was for all those called by God (Acts 2:39).  Some say this experience is only for the 
apostolic era, that today God does not move this way.  But this is not written anywhere in the Bible. The Holy 
Spirit is what gives power.  It’s the church’s “motor.” If God took the motor away from us, the church would remain 
at a standstill.  The truth is that this promise is for all who are called by God. 
*This was also Cornelius’ and the other’s experience in his house (Acts10:44-47). 

*When those who believed in Christ did not have this experience, the apostles guided them to it, as in the case of 
the Samaritans (Acts 8:14-17) and the Ephesians (Acts 19:1-7).  These texts together with Acts 2:38 undo all of 
the common deceptions in the church. 

First deception:  Traditional groups tend to reject the idea taught by Pentecostal groups that there is another 
experience beyond conversion called the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit”.  To support this idea they correctly rely on  
Acts 2:38, saying that if man satisfies the first two conditions (repentance and baptism), the third ingredient (the 
gift of the Holy Spirit) is given automatically by the Lord, since it is a promise, and God can not fail to follow 
through.  They say,  “”Everyone who believed and was baptized already has the gift of the Holy Spirit. There is no 
need for another experience.” 

          However, this argument falls short in Acts 8:14-17 and 19:1-7.  If this were so, why would Paul ask the 
Ephesians if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believed?  And how can it be explained the fact that the 
Samaritans, who were already baptized in the name of Jesus, had not received the Holy Spirit? 

 

Second deception:  Pentecostal groups, supported by the above verses, preach correctly that there is another 
experience.  There is something beyond repenting and being baptized.  Therefore, they generally add Acts 1:4 
(“wait for the promise”), and they imply that this gift should be awaited, sought after and even begged for.  This 
teaching goes to the other extreme, because it ignores that the Holy Spirit was already given to those who be-
lieved (Acts 2:38-39) because Jesus was already glorified (John 7:39). 

     Where is the balance?  It’s in understanding that on one hand, the gift of the Holy Spirit was already given to 
those who believe, and therefore it is not necessary for us to wait for what God has already given us.  But, on the 
other hand, when someone converts to the Lord, he should be instructed about this gift, receive the laying on of 
hands, and take hold of the promise in such a way that it’s evident, able to experienced concretely and conscious-
ly (Acts 2:4, 8:17, 10:44-47, 19:2-6).  It is not a seeking and a waiting, but it’s also not something automatic and 
unconscious. 

          If it’s not automatic, then why do we say it’s at the DOOR?  It happens that it’s not automatic but should be 
immediate.  It’s not necessary to wait days, months, or years.  It’s part of the DOOR. It’s to be experienced at the 
beginning of our life with Jesus.  In truth, it should be on the same day that we are baptized in Christ Jesus. 

          Illustration:  Someone receives a present on his birthday.  He doesn’t know the box contains three objects.  
He takes out the first two, and is amazed by God’s grace.  Therefore, he doesn’t take out the third object in the 
box, and he closes it and puts it aside.  Then he begins to pray and ask for the very object that is in the box, and 
he doesn’t know it.  The present was already given to him, but he didn’t take possession of it.  He didn’t receive it 
because of ignorance.   When he was rightly informed, then he will open the box and “receive” what was “already 
given to him”. 

          In truth, when someone believes in the Lord and is baptized, he receives the Holy Spirit. This is the indwel-
ling of the Spirit.  The Spirit comes to live inside of you.  All who believe have the Holy Spirit living inside.  They 
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are born again (1Pe 1:23, James 1:18, John 3:3-6), BUT THOSE WHO HAVE THE INDWELLING OF THE SPI-
RIT SHOULD NOW RECEIVE THE CLOTHING OF POWER THAT IS THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 

What is the baptism with the Holy Spirit? 
          There are several different terms that Jesus, John the Baptist, and the apostles used to refer to this expe-
rience: 

 *Baptism with the Holy Spirit (Mt 3:11; Acts 1:5) 

 *To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38; 10:45) 

 *The Father’s promise (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4; 2:33-39) 

 *To be full of the Spirit (Acts 2:4) 
 *To receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:17; 10:47) 

 *The Spirit fell (Acts 10:44l 11:15) 

 *The Holy Spirit  was poured out (Acts 2:17; 18:33; 10:45) 

          This baptism is a gift, that is, a present. It’s not a prize.  A prize is given to someone who deserves it; a 
present has nothing to do with merit.  The virtue is in the one who gives and not in the one whom receives.  Also 
it is a defined personal experience.  The one who receives it is conscious of it (Acts 19:2). It is a clothing of power 
(Luke 24:49). It is an enabling to be a witness for Christ (Acts 1:8). 

          Baptism with the Holy Spirit is not everything. It is not a verification of maturity. This explains why many 
times we find brothers and sisters that preach and teach with anointing, or others that are used to manifest power 
and miracles, but when we get to know them intimately we are disappointed with their lives.  Their relationships at 
home with their wife and children or in the church with their brothers and sisters do not demonstrate the character 
of Christ.  Baptism with the Holy Spirit does not operate any change in character.  This requires a continued emp-
tying, a continuing operation of Christ’s cross, a continuous breaking down that comes by the acceptance of 
God’s determinations in our lives, with praise and thanksgiving (Eph 5:18-20).  Baptism with the Holy Spirit is an 
enabling to do God’s work (Acts 1:8). 

         You will learn later about the being filled with the Holy Spirit, in another booklet  In this booklet, we will deal 
only with the aspect of Baptism with the Holy Spirit.  This experience is for the beginning of the Christian life.  It’s 
necessary to be received upon entering the Kingdom of God, since it is only in this way that new disciples will be 
enabled to do God’s work.  This brings us to the next question. 

Is Baptism with the Holy Spirit the same thing as t o be full of the Spirit? 
          When the Bible talks about being full of the Spirit, it’s not always talking about the same experience.  When 
we read the New Testament in the language in which it was written (Greek), we see two different words that de-
scribe different experiences, but they are all translated into English as if they were one and the same experience, 
“the filling of the Spirit”. 

          The first word is “Pimpleimi”, that appears in such texts as Luke 1:15 – John the Baptist; Luke 1:41 – Eliza-
beth; Luke 1:67,68 – Zechariah: Acts 2:3,4 –The Pentecost; Acts 4:8 – Peter; Acts 4:31 – the disciples; Acts 9:17 
– Paul: Acts 13:9-11 – Paul again.  This word means “to be filled” but imparts the understanding that he wasn’t full 
before.  It is a sudden, momentuous experience, but it’s not a continuity.  It’s given to complete a certain job.  It’s 
a clothing of power to witness, prophesy, and to do God’s work. 
          The other word is “”pleiros”, that appears in the texts Luke 4:1 – Jesus, Acts 6:3 – the deacons, Acts 7:55 – 
Steven, Acts 11:24 – Barnabus,  Eph 5:18 – the order to be full of the Spirit.  This word means “to be full”, not as 
an experience of the moment, but as a continuity.  It’s not related to a task to be performed, but with one’s life. 

          The texts in which the first word “Pimpleimi” appear, give the idea of being filled “from the outside in” (or 
combine the words “fell” and “poured out”).  The other word (pleiros), gives the idea of a filling from within out-
wards.  The first word is a pouring out; the second is an overflow.  The first gives us power; the second fills us 
with life.  The first is to witness about Christ; the second to show the character of Christ.  The first enables us to 
manifest the spiritual gifts described in 1Cor 12:7-11, the second enables us to manifest the fruits of the Spirit 
described in Gal 5:22,23.  The first is a defined experience; the second is a growth process.  But the biggest dif-
ference is that the first is received at the door, without any conditions beyond repentance and baptism; the 
second requires a continual emptying, a continual operation of the Spirit, a breaking down. This continuity comes 
from the acceptance of God’s determinations in our lives with praise and thanksgiving (Eph 5:18-20). 

          This discernment is important for understanding that in Ephesians 5:18 Paul is talking about something 
different from the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Baptism with the Holy Spirit isn’t everything; it isn’t a badge of matur-
ity.  This explains why many times we find brothers and sisters that preach and teach with anointing, or others 
that are used with manifestations of power and miracles, but when we get to know them intimately, we are disap-
pointed with their lives.  Their relationships with their wives and children or brothers and sisters in the church do 
not demonstrate Christ’s character.  The explanation is that these brothers and sisters are full from “outside in-
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ward”, a momentary filling to do a determined task.  This clothing does not operate a character change. It’s to do 
a task, and when the task is done, the clothing goes away. 

      This aspect ( to be full of the Spirit as an experience of overflow) you will learn later on in another booklet.  In 
this booklet we will only deal with the first aspect; the pouring out of the Spirit.  This experience is for the begin-
ning of the Christian life.  It’s at the door.  This brings us to our next question. 

To receive the gift of the Holy Spirit is it necess ary to speak in tongues? 
          From  the list of manifestations of the Spirit that appear  in 1Cor 12:7-10, the only one that does not appear 
in the Old Testament is that of speaking in tongues.  Everything indicates that God reserved this gift for the 
church, because only at Pentecost was it manifested.  At Pentecost they spoke in tongues (Acts 2:4).  At Corne-
lius’ house they spoke in tongues (Acts 10:46).  At Ephesus they spoke in tongues (Acts 19:6).  At Samaria it 
doesn’t say what happened, but there was some exterior visible manifestation (Acts 8:17,18).  About Paul it 
doesn’t say anything (Acts 9:17), but in 1Corinthians we see that he spoke in tongues. 

          There is no verse that clearly states that only those who speak in tongues have received the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. There is no doctrinal teaching about this. We only have the description of experiences.  For that reason we 
should be open to accept that someone has been baptized in the Holy Spirit without having spoken in tongues.  
However,  in light of the evidence presented in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, we should consider it as an 
exception and not a rule.  Paul’s desire was that everyone speaks in tongues (1Cor 14:5).  It’s also good to high-
light cases of those brothers and sisters whom only after being baptized with the Holy Spirit for some time mani-
fested the gift of tongues. 

How to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit: 

          Let’s highlight again that this experience is for the beginning of the Christian life.  Some brothers and sis-
ters believe that it is necessary to wait based on Jesus’ words in Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4, but Jesus commanded 
them to wait because the Holy Spirit had not yet been poured out.  Today it’s not necessary to wait. The Spirit has 
already been sent because Jesus already has been exalted (see John 7:38,39).  Hallelujah!  What’s necessary 
then? 

          Never forget that this is a promise for all those who believe (Acts 2:39).  Nobody can ignore this gift of God.  
Every disciple should and must receive this gift with joy. 

*First, it’s necessary to hear with faith and believe in God’s promise (Gal 3:2, 14). 

*Then receive the gift giving thanks, praising and speaking in tongues.  It’s important to communicate to the new 
disciple when praying with him that the Holy Spirit won’t force his mouth open.  The Holy Spirit won’t speak.  The 
tongues are given by the Spirit  but it’s the disciple who speaks.  Therefore he should exercise his will to speak.  
He’s the one who moves his mouth.  He’s the one who opens it and speaks, trusting that the Spirit is going to give 
the tongues. 

 

Who has a solid foundation? 
1. He who has faith in the Son of God, the eternal word incarnate, the Son of Man crucified, resurrected and 

exalted. 

2. He who has truly denied himself and by repentance put his life under Jesus’ authority. 

3. He who lives in the faith of his baptism lives by faith because he knows he is united to Christ. 

4. He who has experienced the gift of the Holy Spirit and received power from on high. 
5. Once having a solid foundation, the new disciple should now learn the goal of God for his life and how to coo-

perate with His eternal purpose by serving in the church.  This he will begin to learn in the next booklet.                                   


